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doctrines of medieval teachers by whatever names
their gods are known are essentially theistic. It is the
one supreme God that is the object of the devotee’s
adoration and it is to His grace that we are asked to
look for redemption. :
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“The impact of the invaders from the northwest and of
Islam on India had been considerable. It had pointed
out and shone up the abuses that had crept into Hindu
society — the petrification of caste, untouchability, and
exclusiveness carried to fantastic lengths. The idea of
brotherhood of Islam and theoretical equality of its
adherents made a powerful appeal especially to those
in the Hindu fold who were denied any semblance of
equal treatment.’’
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C e The number of victims is less now than
formerly; the Mahometans , by whom the country is
- governed, doing all in their power to suppress the
barbarous custom. They do not, indeed, forbid it by a
positive low, because it is a part of their policy to

'.Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India, 1946 P. 225
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leave the idolatrous population which is so much
more numerous than their own in the free exercise of
its Religion; but the practice is checked by indirect
means. No woman can sacrifice herself without
permission from the governor of the province in
which she resides, and he never grants it until he shall
have ascertained that she is not to be turned aside
from her purpose; to accomplish this desirable end the
governor- reasons with the widow and makes her
enticing promises; after which, if these methods fail,
he sometimes sends her among his women, that the
effect of their remonstrances may be tried.
Notwithstanding these obstacles, the number of self-
immolations is still very consider-able particularly in
the territories of the Rajas, where no Mahometan
governors are appointed.
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There does not exist a history of ancient India. Their
books contain no historical data whatever, except for a
few religious books in which historical information is
buried under a heap of parables and folk-lore, and
their buildings and other monuments also do nothing
to fill the void for the oldest among them -lo not go
beyond the third century B.C. To discover facts about

! Frangois Burneir, Travels in the Moghal Empire, 1891,PP.306-7.
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India of the ancient times is as difficult a task as the
discovery of the island of Atlantis, which, according
to Plato, was destroyed due to the changes of the
carth.

“ oI OIS AR (I ORI (1R | (PR Y AT T OIS
fonem 2-848 (72 | Ifeor «Fa ag qiReiea =@ @A
afeziBre B 7o ¢ ek | [ v S
2| (@ IR AN AP ¢ YRSTNY AR (RTS8 WSt
ol (FR SR ANCS A, IRA @ o @WOYE S
werF “Jrda e | bl Trre e WBAIRE! @ 3o Tw
G FH (TSI oo Aot Tawid T4 GG | (A O
B A6 4 e | g =@ 1"

TP AR S TROASCF AFS MR 14 TFI FCIA A ¢

The historical phase of India began with the Muslim
Invasion. Muslims were India’s first historians.
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There are neither good horses in India, nor good flesh,
nor grapes, nor ice, nor cold water, nor baths, nor
candle, nor candlestick, nor torch. In the place of the
candle, they use the divat. Tt rests on three legs: a
small iron piece resembling the snout of a lamp is
fixed to the top end of one leg and a weak wick to that
of another; the hollowed rind of a gourd is held in the
right hand from which a thin stream of oil is poured
through a narrow hole. Even in case of Rajas and

I A crude sort of lamp made of clay, wood or, iron in which mustard oil is
generally burnt.
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Maharajas, the attendants stand holding the clumsy
divat in their hands when they are in need of a light in
the night.

There is no arrangement for running water in
gardens and buildings. The buildings lack beauty,
symmetry, ventilation and neatness. Commonly, the
people walk barefooted with a narrow slip tied round
the loins. Women wear a dress consisting of one piece
of cloth, half of which is wrapped round the legs
while the other half is thrown over the head.”
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..... his account tells us of the cultural poverty that

had descended on North India. Partly this was due to

Timur’s destruction, partly due to the exodus of many

learned men and artists and noted craftsmen to the

South. But this was due also to the drying of the
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creative genius of the Indian people. Babar says that
there was no lack of skilled workers and artisans, but
there was no ingenuity or skill in mechanical
invention.
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The coming of Islam and of a considerable number of
people from outside with different ways of living and
thought affected these beliefs and structure. A foreign
conquest, with all its evils, has one advantage: it
widens the mental horizon of the people and compels
them to look out of there shells. They realise that the
world is a much bigger and a more variegated place
than they had imagined. So the Afghan conquest had
affected India and many changes had taken place.
Even more so the Moghals, who were far more
cultured and advanced in the ways of living than the
Afghans, brought changes to India. In particular, they
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introduced the refinements for which Iran was
famous.
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The Muslims had “enriched our culture, strengthened
our administration, and brought near distant parts of .
the country ......cccveerennns It (the Muslim Period)
touched deeply the social life and the literature of the
land.”
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> Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discvery of India, p. 219
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The Musalmans led several of these great land
reclamation colonies to the southward, and have left
their names in Eastern Bengal as the first dividers of
the water from the land. The sportsman comes across
their dykes, and metalled roads and mosques, and
tanks, and tombs in the loneliest recesses of the
jungle; and wherever they went, they spread their
faith, partly by the sword , but chiefly by a bold
appeal to the two great instincts of the popular heart.
The Hindus had never admitted the amphibious
population of the Delta within the pale of their
community. The Muhammadens offered the plenary

privileges of Islam to Brahman and outcaste alike.
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‘Down on your knees, every one of you,” preached
~ these fierce missionaries, ‘before the Almighty in
whose eyes all men are equal, all created beings as the
dust of earth. There is no god but the one God, and
His Messenger is Muhammad.” The battle cry of the
warrior became, as soon as the conquest was over, the
text of the Divine.

“ PR wfwe SSqrd Al IgYhITs To7 FQAM 41T e
T SFATHG MY (WD GHA GAE AT I Frog WA |
@A ofow AW Bfafie wwm ANz AfaEwd s oree s
OTT INGHC SEIE, WAfem, NF AGH, @S Y, 7T
FTAEF | ORI (@ATAR (1T« AP FArH AfF s
AR @32 e Tk aFfon 7 swgsd awrs a3fen
HIEH AR W | A oo R Ton Siea IoapEe
TACBIS SPQUany WIFE TR (621 I | Prera=istet Jrmat-
wpye FRIReIE S/ TeEe e e e A fofes
Aty BT (03 | 43 QbIFReiel A9 WA @ AT A5 TN (A,
2fefb WqaTe SMERa MERIE W 9 FACS FE | NI WEIRA
AN R AGE TN | e i ARI3E SR o
FACRA |“WHR oS TR @ WW W3; TqTS YW (371.)
Higrzd B (" @ IR R o fom e adara a9t
8 YIRS G oifers zm ¢

T ST PSR ¢

faf 2 srer Ifadfa ¢ Bw w3z el wfeef
a].97, ¢S Islam and the Indian Civilization «I<<
AN 8

* W.W. Hunter, The Indian Musalmans, 1876. pp. 154-5
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Islam had brought to India a luminous torch, which
rescued humanity from darkness at a time when old
civilizations were on the decline and lofty moral
ideals had got reduced to empty intellectual concepts.
As in other lands, so in India, too, the conquests of
Islam were more widespread in the world of thought
than in the world of politics. Today, also, the Islamic
World is a spiritual brotherhood, which is held
together by community of faith in the Oneness of God
and human equality. Unfortunately, the history of
[slam in this country remained tied up for centuries
with that of government with the result that a veil was
cast over its true spirit, and its fruits and blessings
were hidden form the popular eye.
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To live for a day like a tiger is far more precious than

to live for a hundred years like a jackal.
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strangers who had seized his country, and his memory is entitled to the
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I belive we shall lastingly, and indeed, justly be
abused for the way in which we have despoiled all
classes without distinction.
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That March through Delhi in the early morning light
was a gruesome proceeding. Our way by the Lahore
Gate from the Chandni Chowk led through a veritable
city of the dead; not a sound was to be hard but the
falling of our own footsteps; not a living creature was
to be seen. Dead bodies were strewn about in all
directions, in every attitude that the death-struggle had
caused them to assume, and in every stage of
decomposition. We marched in silence or
involuntarily spoke in whispers, as though fearing to
disturb those ghastly remains of humanity. The sights
we encountered were horrible and sickening to the last
degree. Here a dog gnawed at an uncovered limb,
there a vulture disturbed by our approach from its
loathsome meal, but too completely gorged to fly,
fluttered away to a safer distance. In many instances,
_the positions of the dead bodies were appallingly life-
Jike. Some with their arms uplifted as if beckoning,
and indeed, the whole scene weired and and terrible
beyond description. Our horses seemed to feel the.
horror of it as much as we did, for they shook and
snorted in evident terror. The atmosphere was
unimaginably disgusting, laden as it was with the
most noxious and sickening odours.
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This rebellion, in its present phase, cannot be called a
sepoy Mutiny. It did begin with the sepoys, but soon
its true nature was revealed. It was an Islamic revolt.
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* Lord Roberts, Forty one Years in India, 1898,p.142
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thousand Muslims were executed, to speak nothing of
those killed in the general massacre. It seemed that the
British were determined to blot out of existence the
entire ‘Muslim race. They killed the children and the
way th:y treated the women simply belies description.
It rends the heart to think of it.
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“The death that seems to have the greatest effect is
being blown from a gun. It is rather a horrible sight,
but, in these times, we cannot be particular.”” The
purpose of this “business” was 10 show “these
rascally Musalmans that, with God’s help,
Englishmen will still be masters of India.”
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I have stated that the Hindus were not the contrivers
or the primary movers of the 1857 rebellion and I now
shall attempt to show that it was the result of a

Mohammadan conspiracy. .............. Left to their
resources, the Hindus never would or could have
compassed such an undertaking ................. They (the

Mohammadans) have been uniformly the same from
the times of the first Caliphs to the present day, proud,
intolerant and cruel, cver aiming at Mohammadan
supremacy by whatever means, and ever fostering a
deep hatred of Christians. They cannot be good
subjects of any government, which professes another
religion; the precepts of the Quran will not suffer it.
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TR Afawia (svus, 38 GEIR) Tgfe fmea fwams “Recently,

when several vacancies occurred in the office of the
Sunderbans Commissioner, that official in
advertising them in the Government Gazette, stated
that the appointments would be given to none but
Hindus.” Commenting on the above complaint, the
author goes on to say: “............ the Muslims have
now sunk so low that, even when qualified for
Government employment, they are studiously kept out
of it by government notifications. Nobody takes any
notice of their helpless condition, and the higher
authorities do not deign even to acknowledge their

. 3
existence.

> Tufil Ahmad, Responsible Government and the Solution of Hindu-Muslim

Problem. 1928, p.56.
* faperrerd oo 789r- W.W. Hunter. The Indian Musalmans, 1876

* Ibid. p.176
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not be handed over to your relatives. Instead, you will
be buried contemptuously in the jail compound.
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You rejoice over the sentence of death and look upon
it as martyrdom. The Government, therefore have
decided not to award you the punishment your like so
much. The death-sentence passed against you has
been changed to that of transportation of life.
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proper measures are taken for their relief, many of
them are likely to die of disease and starvation.
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The medium of instruction and examination in the
Junior basic stage must be the mother-tongue of the
child and where the mother-tongue is different from
the Regional or the State language, arrangements must
be made for instruction in the mother tongue by
appointing at least one teacher, provided there are not
less than 40 pupils speaking the language in the whole
school or 10 such pupils in a class. The mother tongue
will be the language declared by the parent of the
guardian to the mother tongue.
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“I called for statistics from the Sates to ascertain the
percentage of minorities in the recruitments to public
services. I found that the representation of Muslims
was progressively declining, one of the reasons being
the procedure adopted for competitive examinations
that are held for recruitment to all- India services. In
these examinations insistence is laid on the knowledge
of Hindi and candidates who fail to qualify in it are
rejected. Question papers are also required to be
answered in Hindi and candidates belonging to
minority communities it hard to come up to the
standard of literary Hindi.”
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The percentage of Muslims in the Armed Forces,
which was 32 at the time of Partition, has now come
down to 2. To correct this state of things, I have
instructed that due regard should be paid to their
recruitment. ,
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