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writings. Islam to him was the only solution to all the
problems of this world.

To his credit are a good number of books in Arabic
and Urdu languages. Most of his Arabic books however
consist of compilations of his editorials and articles
published in Al-baas al-Islami. These articles were written
spontancously at different times and on different issues. But
all of them were connected with one and the same thcme —
Islam. He also translated many books from Urdu into Arabic
and vice-versa. He has done these renderings so well that
along with the translations of the words and sentenccs, he
has also managed to transform the contextual spirit
prevailing the original text.

Due to his writings on Islam in such a marvelous and
impressive style, he has always been a source of fascination
and inspiration to me since my studentship at Nadwatul
Ulema. That is why I have chosen his writings as a subject
of study for this book. I have divided this work into three
chapters. Initially 1 have discussed the socio-political
condition of India from the advent of Islam till the
independence (1947) as well as the circumstances prevailing
in India when Muhammad el-Ilasani was born and brought
up. In the first chapter I have dealt with his life and
personality in detail. The second chapter deals with Arabic
journalism in India and the role played by Muhammad el-
Hasani in its advancement. The third chapter, being the most
exhaustive, is an evaluative and critical study of his writings
in Arabic and Urdu as well as his work of translations. His
style of writing. which impresses the readers, has also been
critically examined in this chapter. Lastly in the conclusion a
summary of his contribution has been prescnted.

Dr. Mohammad Ayub Nadwi
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Abstract of the book in English

MUHAMMAD EL-HASANI
LIFE & WORKS

Muhammad el-Hasani (1935-1979) belonged to a well-
known scholarly Sayyid family of India as he was the
grandson of the great Muslim historian, Allama Abdul Hai
Hasani (1869-1923) and the nephew of the world-renowned
Muslimi theologian and scholar, Sayyid Abul Ilasan Al
Nadwi (1914-1999). Muhammad el-Hasani’s writings in
Arabic language not only won him fame and acclaim in the
Arab world but also ushered in a new era in Arabic
journalism in India.

What is more interesting is that Muhammad el-Hasani
never joined any regular school. He studied at his home
under the supervision of his father, Dr Abdul Ali Hasani
{1898-1961), a physician, who after having mastered the
Arabic language. invented a new method of teaching Arabic
to his son. In this new approach, the grammatical rules and
conjugations were not forced. On the request of his father
many well-known teachers took interest in his studies.

It was at the age of 20, Muhammad el-Hasani entercd
into the field of journalism - the most important means of
mass communication ~ as he considered it the best method
for bringing about change in pcople’s thinking. A literary
and scholarly monthly magazine, Al-Baas al-Islami was
brought out by him in 1955 from Lucknow. This magazine
opened a new chapter in Arabic journalism in India. Ie used
to deal with topics concerning literature, society, politics and
history, and advocated the Islamic course in all of his
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