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‘One thing is clear; Islam had a profound effect on Hinduism
during this period. Medieval theism is in some ways a reply to the
attack of Islam and the doctrines of medieval teachers by whatever
names their gods are known are essentially theistic. It is the one
supreme God that is the object of the devotee’s adoration and it is to
His grace that we are asked to look for redemption. “qpl =B (T,
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“The impact of the invaders from the northwest and of Islam on
India had been considerable. It had pointed out and shone up the
abuses that had crept into Hindu society — the petrification of caste,
untouchability, and exclusiveness carried to fantastic lengths. The
idea of brotherhood of Islam and theoretical equality of its adherents
- made a powerful appeal especially to those in the Hindu fold who
were denied any semblance of equal treatment.” “Toa-sifow s
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s. Jawaharlal Nehru, the Discovery of India, 1946 P. 225
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......... the number of victims is less now than formerly ; the
Mahometans, by whom the country is governed, doing all in their
power to suppress the barbarous custom. they do not, indeed, forbid
it by a positive low, because it is a part of their policy to leave the
idolatrous population which is so much more numerous than their
own in the free exercise of its Religion ; but the practice is checked
by indirect means. No woman can sacrifice herself without
permission from the governor of the province in which she resides,
and he never grants it until he shall have ascertained that she is not to
be turned aside from her purpose; to accomplish this desirable end
the governor reasons with the widow and makes her enticing
promises; after which, if these methods fail, he sometimes sends her
among his women, that the effect of their remonstrances may be
tried. Notwithstanding these obstacles, the number of self-
immolations is still very considerable particularly in the territories of
the Rajas, where no Mahometan governors are appointed.”
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“There does not exist a history of ancient India, their books
contain no historical data whatever, except for a few religious books
in which historical information is buried under a heap of parables
and folk-lore, and their buildings and other monuments also do
nothing to fill the void for the oldest among them do not go beyond
the third century B.C. to discover facts about India of the ancient
times is as difficult a task as the discovery of the island of Atlantis,
which, according to Plato, was destroyed due to the changes of the
earth.” “&1BI ©fF® I0da @A BT B | @ &F ANeq 7
e ST wUy-Gette @R IS 4w arg ylRvivy w-
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>. Frangois Burneir, rravels in the Moghal Empire, 1891,PP.306-7.
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“The historical phase of India began with the Muslim invasion.
Muslims were India’s first historians.” “®r&® ad@ afsafe o
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“There are neither good horses in India, nor good flesh, nor
grapes, nor ice, nor cold water, nor baths, nor candle, nor
candlestick, nor torch. In the place of the candle, they use the divat’
It rests on three legs : a small iron piece resembling the snout of a
lamp is fixed to the top end of one leg and a weak wick to that of
another; the hollowed rind of a gourd is held in the right hand from
which a thin stream of oil is poured through a narrow hole. Even in
case of Rajas and Maharajas, the attendants stand holding the clumsy
divat in their hands when they are in need of a light in the night.

There is no arrangement for running water in gardens and

buildings. the buildings lack beauty, symmetry, ventilation and
neatness. Commonly, the people walk barefooted with a narrow slip
tied round the loins. Women wear a dress consisting of one piece of
cloth, half of which is wrapped round the legs while the other half is
thrown over the head.”
R, T (R 1 (TRt ARaes it s, iy At e
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5. A crude sort of lamp made of clay, wood or iron in which mustard oil is
generally burnt.
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“...his account tells us of the cultural poverty that had
descended on North India. Partly this was due to Timur’s
destruction, partly due to the exodus of many learned men and artists
and noted craftsmen to the South. But this was due also to the drying
of the creative genius of the Indian people. Babar says that there was
no lack of skilled workers and artisans, but there was no ingenuity or
skill in mechanical invention.”
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3. Jawaharlal Neheru, the discovery of India, P. 218,
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“The coming of Islam and of a considerable number of people
from outside with different ways of living and thought affected these
beliefs and structure. A foreign conquest, with all its evils, has one
advantage : it widens the mental horizon of the people and compels
them to look out of there shells. They realise that the world is a much
bigger and a more variegated place than they had imagined. So the
Afghan conquest had affected India and many changes had taken
place. Even more so the Moghals, who were far more cultured and
advanced in the ways of living than the Afghans, brought changes to
India. In particular, they introduced the refinements for which Iran
was famous.”
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S, Jawaharlal Nehru, the Discvery of India, p. 219
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The Muslims had “enriched our culture, strengthened our
‘administration, and brought near distant parts of the country .............
It (the Muslim Period) touched deeply the social life and the
literature of the land.” “SFeriesre RNITaR RF T M@ IR,
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S.  ‘Presidential address of Dr. Pattabs.’
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“The Musalmans led several of these great land reclamation
colonies to the southward, and have left their names in Eastern
Bengal as the first dividers of the water from the land. the sportsman
comes across their dykes, and metalled roadsand mosques, and tanks,
and tombs in the loneliest recesses of the jungle; and wherever they
went, they spread their faith, partly by the sword , but chiefly by a
bold appeal to the two great instincts of the popular heart. the Hindus
had never admitted the amphibious population of the Delta within
the pale of their community. the Muhammadens offered the plenary
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privileges of Islam to Brahman and outcaste alike. ‘Down on your
knees, every one of you,” preached these fierce missionaries, ‘before
the Almighty in whose eyes all men are equal, all created beings as
the dust of earth. There is no god but the one God, and His
Messenger is Muhammad.” The battle cry of the warrior became, as |
soon as the conquest was over, the text of the Divine.” “SFersiief
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MR (AT GFA! YT T T Fop AN | @I o1 BT Wi
CEe weerhR  AfETd 0, SR WSl oS HEHE
i, < b TR ST SR AR 992 GYFS T
oFfen 716 wwpsf wemre e3fen sedtr SiTvene e | g
st TR o Sl PRPES SReiSIE TR WFE F
GB @ | PEENT rEd-emgs R¥eiw o9 W e
TR A AMfefeT qRte w waw 1 of oo W
SITAT @ I @pie FE (T, oSl Mges g weas It TS
TS T | N SIGIRA TN A MogF T | Yferzeeifsy a7 7=
WER AW [N | @R Tere T @A TRE A2 /E©
REW () WERE oF 1 @ e Rews o7 [Rowr s
FIEGT T € JARE I “Afdere =5 1>

g eSS

2 e IFRA Wmmﬁmﬁm G, TSt
Islam and the Indian Civilization WS RTF SESy W‘T@? ofs
A @RI e A0S (08 A0 -

“Islam had brought to India a luminous torch, whlch rescued
humanity from darkness at a time when old civilizations were on the
decline and lofty moral ideals had got reduced to empty intellectual
concepts. As in other lands, so in India, too, the conquests of .Islarn'
were more widespread in the world of thought than in the world of
politics. today, also, the Islamic World is a spiritual brotherhood, -

5. W.W. Hunter, the Indian Musalmans, 1876. pp. 154-5
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which is held together by community of faith in the Oneness of God
and human equality. Unfortunately, the hlstory of Islam in this
country remained tied up for centuries with that of government with
the result that a veil was cast over its true spirit, and its fruits and
blessings were hidden form the popular eye.” “ZFIT SReIE I
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