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"“The worship of saints and images, in particular, was then

arrived at such a scandalous pitch that it even surpassed
whatever is now practised among the Romanists."
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“That it (Byzantine Empire) had nevertheless suffered very
severely in the general decline caused by over-taxation, and
by reduced commerce, neglected agriculture and diminished
population, is attested by the magnificent ruins of cities
which had already fallen to decay, and which never regained
their ancient prosperity." '
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]G {FT [T "From the fifth to the tenth century
Europe lay sunk in a night of barbarism which grew darker
and darker. It was a barbarism far more awful and horrible
than that of the primitive savage, for it was the decomposing
body of what had once been a great civilization. The features
and impress of that civilization were all but completely effaced.
Where its development had been fullest, e.g., in Italy and Gaul,
all was ruin, squalor, dissclution.”
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"The Hindu, of all people, stands most unavoidably in the
need of visible objects for religious worship, and although at
different times religious reformers have tried to prove
monotheism in the Hindu faith, it has been an unavailing
effort. From the Vedic Age to the present day, the Hindu has
been worshipping all sorts of things. Whatever he cannot
understand or control is worthy of being adored as divine in
his eyes. All attempts of Brahmans and other Hindu
reformers in the direction of monotheism or in limiting the
number of gods to three have been utterly unsuccessful. The
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Hindus listened to them, and sometimes even accepted their
teachings in principle, but in practice the three gods went on
multiplying till they began to see a god in every article and
phenomenon of nature.”
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We have seen that, towards the close of the Vedic Age,
occupation had started become more or less hereditary, and
the germ of the caste system had been sown. The Vedic
Aryans were alive to the need of maintaining the purity of their
race by not mixing with the conquered peoples and when they
advanced towards the east and subjugated vast populations,
this need became still more manifest and the law-givers had to
pay due regard to it. The Aryans understood the problems of
race well; they had come to realize that if a ruling minority did
not take proper care of itself, it was rapidly assimilated with
the servile population and deprived of its identity.
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“The Arabs did not command any respect in the sixth
century world. As a matter of fact, no one counted very much.
It was a moribund period when the great empires of Eastern
Europe and Western Asia had already been destroyed or were
at the end of their imperial careers.

"It was a world still dazed by the eloquence of Greece, by
the grandeur of Persia, by the majesty of Rome, with nothing
yet to take their places, not even a religion.

"The Jews were wandering all over the world, with no
central guidance. They were tolerated or persecuted according
to circumstances. They had no country to call their own, and
their future was as uncertain as it is today.

"Qutside the sphere of influence of Pope Gregory the Great,
the Christians were propounding all kinds of complicated
interpretations of their once simple creed and were busy
cutting one another's throat in the process.

"In Persia, a last flicker of empire-building remained.
Khusrau II was extending the frontiers of his domain. By
inflicting defeat on Rome he had already occupied Cappadocia,
Egypt and Syria. In 620 A.C. (after Christ), when Muhammad
was about to emerge as a guide for humanity, he had sacked
Jerusalem and stolen the Holy Cross and restored the might
and grandeur of Darius I. It looked almost like a new lease of
life for the splendour of the Middle East. Yet the Byzantine
Romans still had a little of their old vitality. When Khusrau
brought his army to the walls of Constantinople, they made a
final effort to survive,

"Further away in the east, the march of events was leaving
few landmarks. India still consisted of many unimportant petty
states which struggled mutually for political and military
supreracy.

“The Chinese, as usual, were fighting among themselves.
The Sui dynasty came into power to be replaced by the Tang
which ruled for three centuries.

“In Japan, an Empress occupied the throne for the first
time. Buddhism was beginning to take root and to influence
Japanese ideas and ideals.

"Europe was gradually merging into the Frankish Empire,
which would eventually comprise France, Northern Italy, most
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of the countries east of the Rhine as far as the present
Russo-Polish border. Clovis was dead and Dagobert, the last
great Merovingian ruler, was soon to be crowned.

“Spain and England were unimportant petty States.

"Spain was under the control of Visigoths, who had lately
been driven out of France which they had occupied as far in
the north as Loire. They were persecuting the Jews, who
would, consequently, do much to facilitate the Muslim
invasion which was to follow a century later.

"“The British Isles were divided into independent
principalities. One hundred and fifty years had passed since
the departure of the Romans, who had been replaced by an
influx of Nordic people. England herself was made up of seven
separate kingdoms."
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"The intrinsic cause that doomed and condemned the
Roman Empire was not any growing corruption, but the
corruption, the evil, the inadaptation to fact in its very origin
and being. No system of human organization that is false in its
very principle, in its very foundation, can save itself by any
amount of cleverness and efficiency in the means by which
that falsehood is carried out and maintained, by any amount
of superficial adjustment and tinkering. It is doomed root and
branch as long as the root remains what it was. The Roman
Empire was, as we have seen, a device for the enrichment of a
small class of people by the exploitation of mankind. That
business enterprise was carried out with all honesty, all the
fairness and justice compatible with its very nature, and with
admirable judgment and ability. But all those virtues could not
save the fundamental falsehood, the fundamental wrong from
its consequence.”
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"The whole machinery of rule in Egypt was directed to the
sole purpose of wringing profit out of the ruled for the benefit
of the rulers. There was no idea of governing for the
advantage of the governed, of raising people in the social
scale, of developing the moral or even the material resources
of the country. It was an alien domination founded on force
and making little pretence of sympathy with the subject race.”
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"When a social structure visibly threatens to topple down,
ruler's try to prevent it from falling by preventing it from
moving. The whole Roman society was fixed in a system of
castes: no one was to change his avocation, the son must
continue in the calling of his father.”
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"For although, there is not a single aspect of European
growth in which the decisive influence of Islamic civilization is
not traceable nowhere is it so clear and momentous as in the
genesis of that power which constitutes the permanent
distinctive force of the modern world and the supreme source
of its victory—natural science and scientific spirit.”
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"Science is the most momentous contribution of Arab
civilization to the modern world...It was not science only
which brought Europe back to life. Other and manifold
influences from the civilization of Islam communicated its first
glow to European life."
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“The crusaders penetrated like a wedge between the old
wood and the new and for a while seemed to cleave the trunk
of Mohamadan Empire into splinters.”
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"So terrible, it is said, was the carmage which followed that

the horses of the crusaders who rode up to the mosque of
Omar were knee-deep in the stream of blood. Infants were
seized by their feet and dashed against the walls or whirled
over the battlements, while the jews were all burnt alive in
their synagogue.”
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"A single saracen was seen dragging some thirty
Christians he had taken prisoners and tied together with -
ropes. The dead lay in heaps, like stones upon stones, whilst
mutilated heads strewed the ground like a plentiful crop of
melons,"
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"If the taking of Jerusalem were the only fact known about
Saladin, it were enough to prove him the most chivalrous and
great-hearted conqueror of his own and perhaps of any age.”
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The Holy War was over; the five years' contest ended.
Before the great victory at Hittin in July, 1187. not an inch of
Palestine west of the Jordan was in the Muslim's hands. After
the peace of Ramla in September, 1192, the whole land was
theirs except an arrow strip of coast from Tyre to Jaffa.
Saladin had no cause to be ashamed of the treaty.
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"All the strength of Christendom concentrated in the third
Crusade had not shaken Saladin's power. His soldiers may
have murmured at their long months of hard and perilous
service year after year, but they never refused to come to his
sunmons and lay down their lives in his cause............. "
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Kurds, Turkmans, Arabs and Egyptians, they were all
Moslem's and his servants when he called. In spite of their
differences of race, their national jealousies and tribal pride,
he had kept them together as one host-not without difficulty
and, twice or thrice, a critical waver.
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"The victory of Mohammad, the conqueror, was not a gift
of fortune or the result of the Eastern Empire having grown
weak, The Sultan had been preparing for it for a long time. He
had taken advantage of all the existing scientiflc knowledge.
The connon had just been invented and he decided to equip
himself with the biggest cannon in the world and for this he
acquired the services of a Hungarian engineer who
constructed a connon that could fire a ball weighing 300 K.G's
to a distance of one mile. It is said that this cannon was
pulled by 700 men and tock two hours to be loaded,
Muhammad marched upon Constantinople with 3,00,000
soldiers and a strong artillery. His fleet, which besieged the
city from the sea, consisted of 120 warships, By great
ingenuity the Sultan resolved to send a part of his fleet by
land. He launched seventy ships into the sea from the
direction of Qasim Pasha by carrying them over wooden
boards upon which fat had been applied (to make them

slippery.)
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"If a World-Government ever came to be established,
Constantinople alone would be an ideal capital for it."
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“England's industrial supremacy owes its origin to the vast hoards of Bengal
and the Karnatik being made available for her use ... Before Plassey was faught and
won and before the ebb. tream of treasure began to flow to England, the industries
of our country were at a very. "(Prosperous India: A Revolution, p. 30)
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The truth of that last part of this very singificant remarks
appears in every page of Greek history. No nation has a richer
collection of games and festivals growing out of its religious
system; in none did a light, sportive “and often licentious
fancy play more fearlessly around, the popular creed in none
was religlous terroeism more rare, The Divinity was seldom
looked upon as holier than man, and a due observance of
certain rites and ceremonies was deemed an ample tribute to
pay to him. : o
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“In litesature it is also evident that the Greeks having had
for several centuries a splendid, at a time when the Romans
had none, and when the Latin language was still too crude for
literary purposes, the period in which the Romans first
emerged from a purely military condition would bring with it
an ascendancy of Greek ideas. Fabius Pictor and Cincius
Alimentus, the earliest native historians, both wrote in Greek
.......... After the conquest of Greece, the political ascendency
of the Romans and the intellectual ascendancy of Greece were
alike universal. The conquered people, whose patriotic
feelings had been greatly enfeebled by the influences 1 have
noticed, acquiesced readily in their new condition, and
notwithstanding the vehement exertions of the conservative

party, Greek manners sentiments, and ideas soon penetrate
all classes and moulded all forms of Roman life."
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The Roman religion was purely selfish. It was simply a
method of obtaining prosperity, averting calamity and reading
the future. Ancient Rome produced many heroes but no

saints. Its self-sacrifice was patriotic, not religious. Its religion
was neither an independent teacher nor a source of

inspiration.
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" the underlying idea of the Roman Empire.was-the conquest of

power and the exploitation of other nations for the benefit of
the mother country alone. To promote better living for a
previleged group, no violence was for the Romans too bad, no
injustice too base. The famous 'Roman Justice' was justice for
the Romans alone. It is clear that such an attitude was
possible only on the basis of an entirely materialistic
conception of life and civilization—a materialism certainly
refined by an intellectual taste, but none the less foreign to all
spiritual values. The Romans never in reality knew religion.
Their traditional gods were a pale imitation of the Greek
mythology, colourless ghosts silently accepted for the benefit
of social convention. In no way were the gods allowed to
interfere with real life. They had to give oracle through the
medium of their priests if they were asked; but they were
never supposed to confer moral laws upon men."
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“When the Empire in a military and political sense had
reached its culmination, in a religious and social aspect it had
attained its height of immorality. It had become thoroughly
epicurean; its maxim was that life should be made a feast,
that virtue is only the seasoning of pleasure, and temperance
the means of prolonging it. Dining-rooms glittering with gold
and incrusted with gems, slaves and superb apparel, the
fascinations of feminine soclety where all the women were
dissolute, magnificent baths, theatres, gladiators—such were
the objects of Roman desire. The conquerors of the world had
discovered that the only thing worth worshipping is Force. By
it all things might be secured, all that tool and trade had
laboriously obtained. The confiscation of goods and lands,
taxation of provinces, were the reward of successful warfare;
and the emperor was a symbol of Force. There was a social
splendour, but it was the phosphorescent corruption of the
ancient Mediterranean world."” '
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1. Muhammad A sad, Islam at the crossroad, P. 38-39.
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"Place, power, proﬁt—these were in view of whoever now
joined the conquering sect. Crowds: of worldly persons, who
cared nothing about its religious ideas, became its warmest
supporters. Pagans at heart, their influence was soon
manifested in the paganization of Christianity that forthwith
ensued. The Emperor, no better than they, did nothing to
check their proceedings. But he did ‘not personally conform to
the ceremonial requirements of the Church until the close of
his evil life, A. D. 337."1

"Though the Christian pa;rty had proved itself sufficiently
strong to give a master to the Empire, it was never sufficiently
strong to destroy its antagonist, paganism. The issue of
struggle between them was an amalgamation of the principles
of both. In this, Christianity differed from Mohammedanism
which absolutely annihilated its antagonist and spread its
own doctrines without adulteration.”2

“To the Emperor—a mere worldling—a man without any
religious convictions, doubtless it appeared best for himself,
best for the Empire, and best for the contending parties,
Christian and pagan, to promote their union or amalgamation
as much as possible. Even sincere Christians do not seem to
have been averse to this; perhaps they believed that the new
doctrines would diffuse most thoroughly by incorporating in
themselves ideas borrowed from the old, that Truth would
assert herself in the end and the impurity be cast off."3
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"Had not the sovereign pontiffs been so completely
occupied with maintaining thelr emoluments and
temporalities in Italy, they might have made the whole

continent advance like one man. Their officials could pass
without difficulty into every nation, and communicate without



embarrassment with each other, from Ireland to Bohemia,
from Italy to Scotland. The possession of a common tongue
gave them the administration of international affairs with
intelligent allies everywhere, speaking the same language.”1
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